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It could provide a cheap means of making some of
the initial aerodynamic tests for this device.
Crashing into the drink is a lot safer than a
concrete runway, as you will no doubt agree.

There have besn some interesting
aspects associated with this. I the wing were
any larger a certain loss of control would result,
I Iound one of a 15' xeel length just too much of a
handrul. If the wing were smaller than the present
15", the resistance of the human body would prevent
the correct gliding speed Irom being obtained and
the landing speed would be far too high. The flare-
out speed at the moment, when the ski touches the
water, would oe a good 25 mph, and average gliding
speed 34-33 mph. E£Even this would be a very high
speed to have to touch down on solid earth, with
only snoes lor landing gear.

I am now trying to squeeze every ounce
oI eliiciency out of the present glider. Trailing
edge flutter is my pbig problem at the moment, and
believe 1 can cure this with time and patience.

Looking torward to nearing i1rom you at
arnn early date, and of any news and views you may have

Yours sincerely,

ohn W.Dickenson.



