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BRIZF HISTORY (OF HAKC-GLIDING ~MND PARAGLIIING

A CHONDEED YEARS AGH OTTO LILLTEMTHAL BUTLT EIRC-LIKE

WiKCS AMND MADE HUNDREDS EBF FLICHTS ZEFORE HIS LULFORTUNRTE
OEATH I+ 1336. THZ WRIGHT BROTHERS WERE INSPIRED EBY HIS
WORK .  THEY WERE REMARKASLY SUCCESSFUL IN THEIE NEUELOFMENT
AND FLYIMG OF GLIJERS AND POWERED AlBPLANES HERE IR NIOBTH
CARCLIMA, WHERE A MONUMENT ANE MUSELM HAVE BEEM BUILT TO
SIMEMTIRATE THEIR ACHIFUEMENTS.,  THETR ACHIEUEMEMT JF

./?UMEHEU FLIGHT LEUQ TD THE UREAT walk DTy OF OJLITARY.
COMMERCTAE - AND CORPORATE ALBCRAFT OF TODAY. BUT HAD KRDOT 1)

# TO PEALTICAL AND aAFFORDABLE WINGS FOE THE T00N AN, A BOAL
[ THCLGHT WOGRETH SEEKING, AND WHICH 1 PROPOSED FOP THE MaIA
AT THE EMND OF WORLD wWaR II. THE MNACA, FIJE LHOM T HAD BXEN
COINE AERONAUTICAL REZSEFRCH SINCE 189358, WAS NOT INTERESTED
IN SUCH A GOAL, BUJ1 ALLOWED f1E TA DEVCIE 1Y SPARE TIME AT

\_HOME TO THTIS EFFORT. MY WIFE GERTRUDE JOINED !N THIS WIRK
AMO BY THE END OF 1348 WE HRD JEVELOPED SUCCESSFLL =LEXIEBLE
WIMGE aihD FLOWN THEM &S KITE3 AND A5 "IODBEL GLIDEES, AMD HAD
RFPLIED FOR A PATENT.

FORE THE FNOLLOWING TEWN YZARSE 1948-583 [ CONTINGED I'Y
FESEARCKH AT NACA, AND ALSO JUR PRIVATE EFFORT IO DEJELOP
FLEXIBLE WIKGS AND TO ENCCUEARGE THE AZRONAJTICAL
ESTABLISHMENT, BOTH GOUERNMENT anNO PREIJATE, 70O DD LIKEWISE,
BUL T KC AVAIL. THEN IM 125%E AFTEERE THE RUSS1IAMNS LeAUNLCHED
SPUTNIK, NACA BECAME THE NASA , AND 1 wAaS ALLOWED T2 BEGIN
MAKIMNG WIND TUNNEL AND FILIGHT TESTS OF FLEXTELE wWikGE AS
FAET OF MY NASA WOEK.

BETWEEN 1858 AND :97C THE US GOUERMNMMENT ANMD
CURPORATIONS UNOER COMTEaCT UEUVELOPED ANI FLEW /A VRRLETY OF
EXPERIMENTAL FLEXIBLE WINKE ~AIRCERFT, AND PUBLISHED THE TEST
RESULTS, ™MaNy O0F THESE AlRCRAFT WERE ALSO FICTURETD AND
DESCRIBED IN MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS IMN THE US AND ABRIAL.
COMING TO THE ATTENTION OF INDIWIBUARLS wWHO BLILT A UARIETY
OF MenNED FLEXIBLE WINE AlIRCEAFT.

FGR EXamPLE, IM 1351 TOM PURCELL 0OF RALEIGH KN, AN NC
STATE GRADUATE AERONAUTICAL EMGIMEER, AFTER RESDIMDG THE
FIRST NASA FILEXIELE-WING REPORT, BUILT & FLEXIBLE-WING
GLIDER THAT wWRS TOWEZ [INTO THE aAalR BY AN AUTONOBILE ON THE
EALEIGH-0OURKEAN AIRPORT. GERTRUDE AND I HAD THE BLEAZURZ QF
GOINKG TO REALEIGH TO SEE PURCELL AN MILT THOMPSON FLY IT.
THOMPSOH WAkS A NASA TEST PLLOT AMO LaTZk aN aSTRCHAUT WHO
Hell BEEN CHCEEM TGO TEST FLY A SOMEWHAT SIMIZAR GLIDERE THAT
MASA WAS BUILDING AT EDWARDS CALIFORMIA TEST ZENTER AS R

TRAINER FOR ASTRONAUTS IN EREFARARTION FOR FIYING THE GEMINT
WiTH FAEASLIDERS. I THOUGSHT IT NBTEWORTHY THAT NASA WOULT
SEND v TzZST ~ILOT il A ERCIEES FEOM JAGLIFORMIA TD NGETH
CRROLINA TO FLY PURCELL'S HOME-BULILT FEXIBLE-WING GLIDER.
SUBSEQUENTLY, THOMPSOM ANMD SEUERAL OTHER MNASH PILUTS FLEW
THE wNASh FLEXIBLE-WING TRAINER, AND MAkY SUCCESSFUL MAEE
FLIGHTS AND JANDINGS WEFRE LSO NMeBE WITH THE FuLl-STale
LErinD PaRalbi ICER TEST JEHICLE.




1 PURCFLL LATIZ MOUNTED Hi1S SLICER O FLOATYS AML T0WRD !
WITIC A LUAD. 1M 985 1 11ANE 1Y FIBST 515 FLIGHT TH THIS

GLIDER MENR LANELEZY SESEQRTH CENTEE MDD LATER FLEs SEJERAL

L FLTGHTS 0N THE JAMES RIUER.

7 PURCELL ALSC BUILT A0 FLEL N SHALL SEAPLANE WlIH A
FLEXIBLE-UING THEAT COULD BF OPENED OR FOLDED FROM INSILDE THE
COCKPIT, AND EECENTLY OM ARMY ZOMIRACT LBUILT AND FLEW A
CARGO PACKAGE WITH A FLEXTRLE-WING THAT COULD BE UNFOLIED TO

© ALLOW THE CARGO [C BE RADID CONITROLLED TO & SOFT LAMNDING AT

. A CHOSEN STTE.

.

FOR ANDTHEER EXAMPLE, IN 1953 JCHM DICKENSON TN
AUSTRAL 1A LEARNED ABOUT THE FLEXIBLE-WING FLOWN IN AMERICA,
AND HE DEVELOPED A FLEXIBLE-WIMG HANG-ELIDER IO BE USED
INSTEAD OF FLAT KITES USED BY WATER SKIERS. HIS DESIGN OF
TRIANGLE CONTROL FRAME AND PILOT SUSFENSION ARE STILL IN
GEMERAL USE. OTHER ALSTRALIANS FOLLOWEN NICKENSON'S LEAD,
MOTABLY BILL “MOYES ANLD BLLL DBUMMETT, WHO STARTED SUTT D1aG
AND FLYING SIMILAP WINGS IN AUSTRALIA AND INTRODUCED TEEM 1N
ELUROPE ANT aMERICA . WHERE OTHERS JATMED THE PARTY, AND SOME
CAME OUT OF THE WATER AND BEGeN LAUNCHING FROM SAND DUNES
AND,_HILLS.

IN JULY 1973 A HANG-GLIDING MEET WAS HELD NEAR OUR HOME
IN KITTY HAWK, ATTENDED BY 2E& PILOTS FRCH MANY PARTS OF THE
U.S., ESPECIALLY CALIFORNIA. IT HAS BEFN RFFEATED ANNUALLY
EUER SINCE, AND GERTRUDE ANI 1 HAUE MNEUER *11SSED ONE. SCON
AFTER THAT MEET A HANG-GLINER SCHOOL, "KITTY HAWK KITES™.
WAS ESTASLISHED NEAR JOCKEY'S RIDGE 1N NAGS HEAD AND HAS
BECOME THE WORLD'S LARGEST HANG-GLIDING SCHOCL .

HANG-GLIDING ALSO BECAME POPULAR IN THE MOUNTAINS OF NORTH
CAROLINA, NUTABLY SREANDFATHER MOUNTAIN, WHERE MAMY NATIONAL
ANT INTERNETICONAL HANG-GLIDING MEETS WERE HELD.

AS FOR PARAGLIDING, IN 1968 THE ARMY GOLDEN KNIGHTS
PARACHLITE TEAM OF FORT ERAGHE NC INUVITED U5 TO EOME TO FORT
BRAGG AND DENMONSTRATE OUR DEPLOYABLE FLEXIBLE-WINGS BY RIR

¢ IOROPS WITH DLMMIES. THEY LIKED WHAT THEY SAW. AND BECAME

\g THE FIRST PARACHUTISTS TO LIVE-JumP FLEXIBLE-WINGS, PAFIER A
SERIES OF TESTS BY SEUERAL MEMBERS OF THE TERM, THE GOLDEN
KNIGHTS SWITCHEDR FROM PARACHUTES TO FLEXIBLE-WINGS FCR THEIR
DEMONSTRATIONS, AND PARACHUTISTS ALL OJER THE WORLD SUON
FOLLOWED THEIR LEAD,

MANY OF THE NASA FECOPLE WHD T2 RESEARCH AND
DEVELCFMENT RELATZD TO FLEXIBLE-WINGS WERZ FROM NORTH
CAROLINA, AND WE OFTEN TALKED OF MAKING A& TRIF TO THE JUJTER
BANKS TO FLY JOUR WINGS. IN 1967 GERTEUDZ AND ! BOUGHT A
BEAUH CUTTARCGE NERR KITTY HAWK WHEEE WE FLEW SEUERAL
PARAGLIDERS THAT WE HRD MADE AT HUNME., WE AIHIEUED MANNED
FLIGHT BY THREZ METHONS- FOOT LAUCHIMG FROM THE HISH DUNEZ,
TOWING WITE A BOAT, AND AS KITES IN THE SEA BREEZE OWN THE
BEACH. FIIGHTS WERF ALS0 ~ADE BY JQUR ZHILDREM, A GRANDSOMN,
AMD MANY OF OUR FRIENDS ON THESE PARAGLIDERS RETWEEN 1867
AND 1574, PARAGLIDERS ARE NOW ALSD BECOMING POPULAR
WaRLBWIOE

1 THIMK THIS SRITEF HISTORY PROVES THAT MORETH UCARJLINA
HAD & BIG PART 1IN THE JEUE_O2MENT OF HaM&3-GLI0INE AND
PBEAGLIOING, ; A / ;
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