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lrig zulti 18 made of 1arc?, waier, and alr, morly fuman sctliviny,
including sportes, ses fHELchlejio the lend, o fe2w toovean® ye rs oago
numans venturce into wpg weter for sgort and otoer activities, unly
in the last nmunfre” yenrs have harmans baon cspsble of winge? fllehit,
But Indlvidual human flieht, hne bheen smo A1FFf1cult and expen-ive that
few peonlia were abla to Ao 't for fun or sport pricr to the intro-
Auction of simple an?d dnexpensive flaxlible wings. In the last twenty
yeuars people all over the world have l=«rne? to fly nang glifers.
Now treie are regional, nstlonal, and world hang glider competltlions,
snd hang glicling will soon ve an Qlympic Sport.

It must have taken some couraze for the North C-rollne Sports
Hall of Feme to consider nang gliding worthy of incluslon wlth
treditional sports like fooibszll, basetr 11, basketbsall, and golf.
But wnat stale 1z more gualifles to Ao 1t tnen North Cerolina, the
"land of peginnings", the "firet in flight'?

The wrignt Srothers came to Kitty Haswk, North Carclina at the
veglnning of tuls century to Inltiste the sge of human fliznt «ith
man made win%i;’/ﬁg gne e=rly 1v8Ls Ynomas H. Purcell Jr. of naleigh,

—~after reading NASA resorts, bailt an® £1. 0 = 1 xi5le wing glifer

that was auto-towed at the ralsigh-Durham alr.>rt. 1t W=z toe First
flex-wing glider to e flawn by an astronaut, Milt Thompson. Leater
Purcell mounted his glider on floats and Ffemonstrate” 1t a2t the NASA
Langley nesearch Centcr, where I had tne privilege of flylng it.
Tnuat was my first solo flight,

In the mid oUs I was privileged to see the Golden Knlghts at
Fort sragg, Nortn Carolina become the first people to jump from
aircruft and deploy flexible wings. NKow sports parachutists the worlad
over are using flexible wings insteaA of conventional parachutes in

orfer to achleve controller glide arn® soft landings. fIn 1w87 Gerirude
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{/—énﬂ I bougnt a eottaze in Kitty Hewk #here we coulAd fly our aome-pullt

Jockavts giA-e, =n? Dy bLont-Tas CN

flexisle wings on tne beszch, on
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,//””"ﬂﬁmfgnle?S Vic Fowell orpsnizeA the first snnual haneg 21iA4ing meet at
| Jockey's nidge. It atiracted pillots from hany surtes of tne United
\\“uiiifiii) Numoer flficen begines May 8th, Szor after tout 1273 meet
!

{ Jonn Harris and nis associates at Kitty dawk Kites began teacning

heng gliding at Jockey's nidge and have since taught about 80,0U0

st

peogle to rly. Joan Harris alse demonstrated hang gliding at
Grandfatner Mountaln wnere thst actlvity lncludling the prestiglous
ers Lpnamplionsnips nas contlnued to the present.

At Jockeyls nldge pilots have soared for as long as five hours.

Ona climbed to over a thousand feet in a thermal, and then flew about
four miles to the o0ld Coast Guar” Station near the Wrlgnt Memorial.
1nat flight led to the establishment of u prize for the first pllot to
fly & neng gllicder from Jockey's Hidge to the wrizht Monument and back
\ to Jockey's nldge, Thls oprize 1s afdministere? by the First Flisont
2 Soclety, walch slso sponsors the ennual wright Fly-In in April and

KE tne First Flignt anniversary in Decemper. Thelr theme for 1937 1=
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North Carolina aviators, wiiy #1171 me > reed 4L 2 December 17th
celebruation. 4 1list of horth Cerolinats contributions to aviation
snould include the pioneering work of Feszenden In wireless communi-
cation, witnout which many air anfd spece flignts woul? have been

impoacsicle.

¥Modern hang glifing is the neerest th=l humans have come to flying
like sosaring birds, Although 1t can be Aone individuslly, it seems to

bring people together in friendship. I hope thsat some ~uay all the peop
of the esrth will heve the freefom to fly together in peace and frienA-

sniy, Jhls is & goul worth striving for.

aunfres: U peopls hwve contriosied Lo tpe sfvancoment af thea

science an? sgort of hanc gli<ing, ‘wonlgnt I feel zreatly noadre” 19
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ine nang gliding activities of Otto Lillientnal ‘n Jermany
al the end of tue lest century inspired the wrleght brothers to
devels, toelr gllders an® powersd airplane at Kitty Hawk North
Garclina at the beglnning of this century. Thelr powsred amirplsne
changed the world, but hang®gliding languished until about tventy
Yeurs ago when people 1n several nations began to take a reneced
Interest 1n tnls simple an’® inexpensive method of human flight.
Thia new interest spread and flourished worldwide to such an sxtent
that hang gliding is expecte” to become an Olympie Sport in the
near future --- the first flying sport to take Its place besi-®e =all
of the Qlympic Sports on land and on the water.

Modern heng gliding is the nearest that humens have come to
flying 1ike birds. Alihough 1t can be done individually, it seems
to bring people tocether in friendship. 1 hope I live to see the
day when all the peoples of the earth have the fresdom to fly
together ln peace and friendship. This is a goal worth striving for,

Hundreds of people have contributed to this advancement of the
sclence snd sport of hang gliding, snd tonight I feel greatly
honored tc represent all 6f those people by being inducted into

the North Carclina Sports Hall of Fama.




